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L.I. Babenko
World Tree Buds: About one Type of Scythian Pole-tops

In the 4% century BC in the Scythian environment, pole-tops in the form of an openwork bell with a character hoisted
on it — most often a griffin, deer or bird — become widespread. The shape of the bell is defined by researchers as «pear-
shaped», «ovoid» or «barrel-shaped». However, it is unlikely that such a meaning was invested in this form by the craftsmen
who made the pole-tops. The probable connection of the poles topped with the symbolism of the world tree, as well as the
ornamentation of many bells with the image of palmettes, allows interpreting the «pear » shape of bells as an attempt to
model the buds of the world tree.

Images of buds of a similar «pear» shape can be seen on numerous gold ornaments — pendants, headdresses, etc.,
which is quite consistent with the proposed symbolism of bells.

Making bells in the shape of a bud, decorated with an image of an openwork palmette, clearly demonstrates that in the
overall composition of the funerary carriage, ideas related to the world tree, providing communication between different
zones of the universe, played a dominant role.

L.I. Babenko
Mugurii arborelui lumii: despre un tip de terminatii scitice
in sec. IV1.e.n. in mediul scitic se raspandesc terminatii in forma de zurg&liu ajurat cu un personaj iniltat pe el — cel mai

des grifon, cerb sau pasare. Forma zurgdlaului este determinata de cercetdtori ca ,in forma de pard”, ,in forma de ou” sau
,in forma de butoias”. Dar este putin probabil ca o astfel de semnificatie puneau n aceasta forma mesterii ce confectionau
terminatiile. Posibila legdatura a prajinilor Tncununate de terminatii cu simbolica arborelui lumii, precum si ornamentarea
multor zurgdlai cu imagini de palmete, ne permite sa interpretam forma ,de para” a zurgdldilor ca o Tncercare de a modela
mugurii arborelui lumii.

Imagini ale mugurilor in forma ,de pard” pot fi vazute pe numeroase podoabe de aur — pandantive, aplici ale
acoperamantului de cap etc., lucru pe deplin 1n concordanta cu simbolica propusa a zurgalailor.

Confectionarea zurgdldilor in forma de mugur, decorati cu motiv de palmetd ajuratd, ne demonstreaza vizual ca n
compozitia comuna a trasurii funerare, ideile legate de arborele lumii, ce asigura comunicarea intre diferitele zone ale uni-

versului, jucau un rol dominant.

J1. 1. babeHko
ByToHbI MUpOBOIro ApeBa: 06 oAHOM TuUmne CKUGCKUX HaBepLUU

B IV B. 10 H.3. B CKMCKOIA Cpeae NosyyaloT pacnpocTpaHeHe HaBepLUMA B BUAE arkypHOro BybeHua ¢ BoapyHeHHbIM
Ha Hero MepcoHarkem — vaule Bcero rpudoHoM, onieHem wnn ntuuen. @opma bybeHua onpeaensaeTca UCCIenoBaTessaMmI
KaK «rpyLueBMaHaRy, «ANLEBUOHAR» WK «DOYOHKOBMOHAA». OQHAKO efjBa /i Nofo6bHOe 3HayeHVe BRNaabiBanm B 3Ty Gopmy
MacTepa, U3roToBABLUME HAaBepLUA. BeposTHanA CBA3b LLeCTOB, yBEHYAHHbBIX HABEpLUMEM, C CUMBOJIMKOM MUPOBOIO AEpeBa,
a TaKMe opHaMeHTaLWA MHOTVX 6y6eHLI0B M306parkeHMeM NasibMeTT, NMO3BOJIAET UHTEPNPETUPOBATL «MPyLLEBUAHYIO» GOpMyY
6y6eHLIOB KaK MOMbITKY MOLEMPOBaHUA GYTOHOB MVMPOBOIO AepeBa.

V1306parkeHnst 6YTOHOB MOXOMEN «MPyLLEBUAHOV» GOPMbl MOMHO YBUAETH HA MHOMOUMC/IEHHbIX 30/10ThIX YKPALIEHWAX —
NOABECKAX, NNACTUHAX FOMIOBHbBIX YOOPOB U Ap., YTO BOJIHE COMMACYETCA C MPeLJSIOKEHHON CUMBOJIMKONM Gy6eHLI0B.

M3roTosneHve 6ybeHLOB B dpopMe GyTOHA, AEKOPUPOBaHHBIX U306parKeHNEM aXypHOM MasIbMETThI, HArMIALHO AEMOH-
CTpVYpyeT, 4TO B 061Ul KOMMOo31LMKM norpebanbHol NMoBO3KM MW, CBA3aHHBIE C MUPOBbLIM epeBOM, 06ecreynBatoLLMM KOM-
MYHVKaLMIO MEHAY PasINYHbIMI 30HaMV MUPO3AAHWSA, UrPasii JOMUHMPYIOLLYIO POfib.
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